
 

Ohio City Incorporated Regular Board Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 

August 2, 2017 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance 

Board Members – Schmitt, Trares, Qin, Nosse, Malone, Wimbiscus, Doyle, Scheve, Crockett, Gill, 

Mancuso, Budin, Frondorf 

Staff – Tom McNair, Carrie Miller, Agnes Akite 

Meeting began at 7:31 PM 

Minutes Presented for Approval 

Minutes for the June 21, 2017, Board meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  A friendly 

amendment was requested to correct Dr. Malone’s name.  Minutes approved unanimously.   

Committee Reports – presented by Committee Chairs 

Finance Committee – Maria Nosse 

The budget was addressed and there has been a 7% decrease in expenses.  Health insurance costs 

have gone down as staff is now able to select what specifically they want rather than simply receiving 

and paying for the full array of services.  The number for salaries was also down.  Resolution 2017-

0802-01, providing approval for the July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018, organizational budget, was passed 

unanimously. 

Resolution 2017-0802-06 was presented to and considered by the Board.  Significant concerns were 

raised regarding the ability for Ohio City Improvement Corporation (formerly Market District 

Improvement Corporation) to pay back funds already owed to Ohio City, Inc.  It was suggested that 

Ashley Shaw attend the next meeting of the Ohio City Improvement Corporation and let them 

know that the Ohio City, Inc. Board of Trustees will not approve Resolution 2017-0802-06 until a 

plan has been put into place for repayment.  The Resolution was tabled.            

Governance Committee – Alex Frondorf 

The Committee had been considering how best to fill the Board seat vacated by Natalie Leek-

Nelson.  After careful consideration, it was determined by the Committee that it would recommend 

to the Board that Board Member Andy Trares, as Deputy Director of the May Dugan Center, move 



into this vacant seat as it serves as the de facto “non-profit seat” on the Board.  With the move to 

this seat by Andy Trares, the residential seat to which he was elected will become vacant.  The 

Committee recommended allowing this seat to remain vacant, rather than filling it, since it is up for 

election in Spring of 2018.  At that time, Board Member Trares resigned from the Board and his 

appointment to the vacant Board seat was considered through Resolution 2017-0802-07 and passed 

unanimously.        

Real Estate & Land Use – Joel Wimbiscus  

An update was provided on the property at 1800 Fulton.  The current owner has not lived in the 

property for a decade and the house is in terrible condition.  The owner wants to do a short sale to 

get rid of the property.  This property is an important location in a historic district so the Committee 

has been in continued discussions with Ben Trimble as he has investigated the property and its 

possible options.  The Committee is recommending that conversations continue between Ohio City, 

Inc. and the property owner regarding a possible acquisition that would require Board approval prior 

to action being taken. 

An update was provided on the property at 1556 West 25th Street.  Developer and neighborhood 

safety advocate Chad Kertes currently holds an option on the property which expires in a few 

weeks.  The Committee may recommend to the Board that Ohio City, Inc. secure a purchase option 

should Kertes’ option expire.  Lutheran Hospital has had discussions with the property owner 

because the Hospital needs parking and it is motivated by the possibility of a developer pursuing a 

less than desirable project (i.e., a drive-thru restaurant).  No action needed at this time.   

 An update was provided on the proposed project at 4005 Detroit Road.  The neighborhood 

continues to have an issue with the project as currently designed, specifically its height and its 

proximity to single-family homes in the area.  The developer is allegedly considering redesigning and 

the neighbors are scheduled to meet with Councilman McCormack.   

An update was provided on the Masonic Temple.  Designs and business plans are uncertain at this 

time and there is still much to be clarified, but the owner currently wants to do a rock-climbing gym 

there.  If the business does not succeed, the block club wants to see that the property returns to a 

historic use.  When the Committee knows more, it will report back.           

Safety  

The Committee took the opportunity at its meeting to become acquainted with the new community 

safety organizer, Chad Biggers.    

Advancement  

The Committee advised the Board that there would be a meeting held soon. 

 



Executive Director Report – Tom McNair 

Resolutions 2017-0802-03, 2017-0802-04, and 2017-0802-05 were presented to the Board for its 

review and consideration.  They authorize the Executive Director to execute any and all contracts 

with the City of Cleveland Department of Economic Development related to the Steelyard 

Commons TIF funding for the following projects; the development of a neighborhood retail 

development strategy; the Ohio City Street Festival; and the Ohio City Wayfinding Phase 2.  The 

three Resolutions were voted on and approved by all Board Members present except for Board 

Member Budin who abstained.       

Executive Session 

The Board went into Executive Session.   

Adjournment 

The Board came out of Executive Session and adjourned the meeting at 8:40 PM.   

 


