
OHIO CITY INCORPORATED BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPLICATION

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

Name:

Ohio City Incorporated Membership:

Length of Ohio City residency:

I am currently a Resident Member in-good-standing

EXPERIENCE & PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

Accounting

Bilingual

Community Activist

Community Connections

Construction Contractor

Design/Architecture

Developer/Builder

Education

Finance/Lending

Fundraising

Grant Writing

Historic Preservation

Human Resources

Legal

Marketing

Outreach

Real Estate

Strategic Planning

PERSONAL STATEMENT

1) Why do you wish to serve on the Ohio City Incorporated Board of Trustees?

Moving to Ohio City in 2012 was the the single most important decision that I made upon returning back to 
Cleveland in terms of how it has defined and shaped my current life. Ohio City has provided me with countless 
growth opportunities both professionally and personally and as a result of this, a majority of my days now revolve 
around the people and places within the neighborhood.
 At heart, I’m a city geek -  I’ve lived in several cities around the world and have studied urban areas for 
most of my life. And while it’s not without its issues, from my experience, Ohio City ranks towards the top of 
the list in terms of the quality of life that the neighborhood provides to its residents. The streets are walkable, 
the building fabric is historic and built at a pedestrian scale, the retail is unique and local, and the neighbors are 
diverse, passionate and involved. 
 We are currently facing an exciting time in Ohio City, with growth and investment pouring into the area 
at previously unseen levels. The challenge of course is preserving all of what makes Ohio City great, without 
stifling the opportunity to continue improving Ohio City and keeping it resistant to economic downturns. Given 
my education in the fields of urban planning and economic development on the other, I believe that I can bring 
this needed balance between preservation and sustainable growth to the board of OCI. Most importantly, I want 
to give back to the neighborhood that has made such an impact on my own quality of life during my time here in 
Cleveland.

Daniel Budish

4 years

2) Please describe your experience in the areas checked in Part 2. Include any special achievements 
and/or experiences that you feel would enhance the organization.

I devoted my studies to learning about placemaking and how to improve the urban environment. To that end, I 
hold an undergraduate degree in Urban Studies from Cornell University as well as a Master’s Degree in Regional 
Planning from Cornell and a Master’s Degree in City Design from London School of Economics. Through my 



4) Describe your involvement in non-Ohio City neighborhood organizations/activities.

I stay active in the neighborhood, attending events throughout the year such as the Ohio City Street Festival and 
the Hingetown Hygge. I also frequent local businesses and the West Side Market. 

education, I learned about successful (and not so successful) places around the world and innovative strategies 
that cities and neighborhoods can implement to enhance urban life.
 I returned to Cleveland from London so I could put my education to good use and try to help my home-
town live up to its full potential. I started my career at the City of Cleveland in the Department of Economic De-
velopment and, while there, wrote several successful grant applications and underwrote and closed many loans 
for real estate projects around the city. Through this job, I became well versed in the workings of city hall and the 
real estate development process.
 I then moved to the private sector, and worked as Vice President of a historic real estate development 
company in the area. This experience provided me with knowledge of historic preservation and property man-
agement. I believe that my unique educational and work experiences provide me with a set of skills in land use, 
preservation, planning, and grant writing that could be very useful to an organization like OCI. 

3) Describe your involvement in Ohio City neighborhood organizations or Ohio City Incorporated 
sponsored committees, projects, or block clubs.

In my capacity with both the city and ass a real estate developer, I have worked with Ohio City Inc., trying to 
facilitate high quality development projects in the area. I attend neighborhood meetings when I can, and helped 
represent the business interests in the Detroit Corridor when the area was being rezoned.






