
OHIO CITY INCORPORATED BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPLICATION

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

Name:

Ohio City Incorporated Membership:

Length of Ohio City residency:

I am currently a Resident Member in-good-standing

EXPERIENCE & PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

Accounting

Bilingual

Community Activist

Community Connections

Construction Contractor

Design/Architecture

Developer/Builder

Education

Finance/Lending

Fundraising

Grant Writing

Historic Preservation

Human Resources

Legal

Marketing

Outreach

Real Estate

Strategic Planning

PERSONAL STATEMENT

1) Why do you wish to serve on the Ohio City Incorporated Board of Trustees?

My love of this neighborhood is rooted in its diversity, but it carries on through the established strength of our 
intimate and familiar community feeling maintained in a major metropolitan area. I was raised in Lorain, Ohio, 
as part of an extended family that perfectly represents the international and cultural diversity for which the city 
is well-known. Later, I spent 10 years in Chicago, living in a number of neighborhoods that embodied a small 
community feel in a major metropolitan area. I have been so happy to find a continuation of these experiences in 
Ohio City.

Though I have been a resident for four years, I am still only involved in the community to a much smaller degree 
than I would like for both myself and other community members. As we champion ourselves as a “complete 
urban neighborhood,” my intent for service with the Board would be geared toward expanding and growing 
on that principle to a level of inclusion and engagement even farther reaching than the recent and rewarding 
accomplishments.

Kara M. Jakubec

4+ years

2) Please describe your experience in the areas checked in Part 2. Include any special achievements 
and/or experiences that you feel would enhance the organization.

Fundraising, Marketing, Strategic Planning: In Chicago I worked for and on behalf of the theater with which I was 
involved during the last five years of my residency. Our company was a non-profit, artist-led cooperative that 
relied on the leadership of proactive performers looking to contribute to the maintenance and growth of what 
was a unique institution in a saturated market. My direct responsibilities included marketing, communications, 
and performance scheduling, all of which required collaborative strategic planning with other theater operations 
leaders. 



4) Describe your involvement in non-Ohio City neighborhood organizations/activities.

I currently volunteer with Secondhand Mutts in Tremont and Hillary for Ohio in Lakewood. I have also worked in 
the past with Cherished Cockers Rescue, Habitat for Humanity, and HRC.

My best friends and I formed a book club, the Book Club Ballers, which as met monthly for the last two years. We 
have 20 members in Cleveland  - lawyers, nurses, non-profit executives, and artists – and a chapter in D.C. now as 
well. This month’s pick is All the Light We Cannot see. 

As the leader of marketing, I collaborated with our company to source and execute ideas which: brought in larger 
and more diverse audiences; increased community involvement at all levels of performers and created a stronger 
brand recognition and level of respect for our operations. On the fundraising side, I worked with individual actors, 
troupes, and non- or negative-profit activity into one that at a minimum created goodwill if not actual cash. Our 
annual marketing budget never exceeded zero dollars, and during each year I was involved,  our revenue increased 
exponentially. 

Legal: I am a lawyer licensed in Ohio and Illinois, and I maintain a small practice in both states; however, my princi-
pal work is as a consultant. 

3) Describe your involvement in Ohio City neighborhood organizations or Ohio City Incorporated 
sponsored committees, projects, or block clubs.

I have volunteered for Evening in Ohio City for three tours, both day-of at residents’ homes and as part of a plan-
ning committee, and as a mentor to the mock trial team at Garrett Morgan.






