
GiGi (Virginia) Benjamin

1.  Why do you wish to serve on the Ohio City Incorporated Board of Trustees?:
I am applying for the Board of Trustees for Ohio City Incorporated (“OCI”) for two reasons: First, 

because I want to give back to the community that is now my home, and second, because I believe 

my experience with economic development and fundraising and my knowledge of the social 

service community can benefit OCI. 

2.  Please describe your experience in the areas checked in Part 2. Include any 
special achievements and/or any experiences that you feel would enhance the 
organization. :I have practiced law since 1976 with Calfee Halter & Griswold, LLP, where 

I chair the Public Law and Finance practice group. I have worked on financing economic 

development projects throughout Northeast Ohio, including the MetroHealth Transformation 

Project, the Flats East Bank project, development of East 4th Street, the Westin Hotel project, 

Crocker Park, Pinecrest and Cedar Center North, as well as projects in Cincinnati, Columbus, 

Akron and Youngstown.

For many years, I served on United Way’s Income Investment Committee (and its predecessors), 

the volunteer committee that allocated funds to social service organization assisting our 

neighbors in accessing basic needs and becoming self-sufficient. I have visited organizations 

such as the Spanish-American Committee and the Centers for Families and Children and seen 

firsthand the work they are doing to help our community. 

3.  Describe your involvement in Ohio City neighborhood organizations or Ohio 
City Incorporated sponsored committees, projects, or block clubs.My husband, 

Phil Woodcock, and I are active participants in our block club and have supported OCI events, 

including Evening in Ohio City and the Ohio City Street Festival. Phil had coached Near West 

Little League since we moved to Ohio City in late 2014. My firm assisted OCI (pro bono) in 

renewing and expanding the OCI Business Improvement District. 



4.  Describe your involvement in non-Ohio City neighborhood 
organizations/activities. :I have also volunteered for more than 20 years for the Cleveland 

Zoological Society, a nonprofit organization supporting the Cleveland MetroParks Zoo, serving 

as President for 3 years (the first woman to hold that position) and now as a Life Trustee. The 

Zoo Society’s function is to raise money for the Zoo, which has provided me with experience in 

fundraising and nonprofit organization.


