
MARKET HISTORY
Since opening to shoppers on November 2, 1912, the West 

Side Market—Cleveland’s oldest continuously operating 

municipally owned market, has anchored the historic 

Ohio City neighborhood. Built to replace the Pearl Street 

Market, located on the opposite corner since 1840, it was 

one of three public markets in Cleveland that included the 

Broadway Market and the Central Market. All three served 

Cleveland’s growing immigrant population in the early 

20th century. Only the West Side Market remains. 

Championed by Mayor Tom L. Johnson and designed 

by renowned local architects W. Dominick Benes and 

Benjamin Hubbell, the grand 241’ x 124’ structure has a 

44-foot high Guastavino tile vaulted ceiling, and a clock 

tower, which stands 137’ tall. The tower was historically 

fashioned with a clock designed and manufactured by the 

Seth Thomas Clock Company. Construction commenced 

in 1908, the cornerstone was laid in 1910, and on October 

31, 1912, Mayor Newton D. Baker hosted the Market’s 

dedication ceremony. The total construction cost was 

$734,890.72. Originally, there were 109 stands inside 

selling meats, dairy products, bread, groceries and ethnic 

specialty foods. Produce was sold from curb stands until 

the outdoor produce aisles were erected a few years later. 

In 2008, the West Side Market was designated as one 

of “10 Great Public Places in America,” by the American 

Planning Association and continues to offer an authentic 

and culturally diverse shopping experience. The West Side 

Market celebrated its Centennial in 2012.

In honor of the Centennial year, historic images from the 

Market’s past have been installed above the vendor stands 

in the Market house.  Images for these banners have been 

provided by the Michael Schwartz Library at Cleveland 

State  and The Western Reserve Historical Society, 

Cleveland, Ohio.  

PHOTO CREDITS 

Cover: Tim Kelly 

Inside Panel: Hattie Kotz

Proudly owned and operated by the City of Cleveland since 1912
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ABOUT THE MARKET 
The West Side Market is home to over 100 vendors, offering 

fresh meats, cheese, poultry, seafood, fruits and vegetables, 

baked goods, spices, ethnic specialties, prepared foods, and 

flowers.  A National Historic Landmark, the Market offers a 

shopping experience that remains nearly unchanged since 

first opening its doors over 100 years ago.

V I S I T  T H E  M A R K E T
Customer parking is available directly behind the Market. 

Enter the lot from Lorain Ave. or West 24th St. 

1979 W. 25TH STREET 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44113

PHONE: (216) 664-3387

Hours of Operation 

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY: 7AM–4PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 7AM–6PM

SUNDAY: 10AM-4PM

westsidemarket.org
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